
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Diary Dates 
When it is safe: 
Committee Meetings:  
Third Weds of the Month at  7.30 at 
Navigation Warehouse, Louth 

 

Work Parties:                            

Second Mondays 10am 

(Louth RiverCare Group meetings 

tbc) 

 

Louth Museum  

First Exhibition of 2021 

17 March 2021 

250 years of Louth Canal 

 

Lincolnshire Wolds Outdoor Festival 

1 May to 6 June 2021 

Canal and Blow Wells Walk 

Tues 25 May 2021 

Start at 2pm at , Tetney Lock 

Alvingham Walk 

Thurs 27 May 2021 

Start at 6pm at Alvingham Mill 

Louth Canal  Linear Walk  

Sat  5 June  2021  

Start at 12.00 noon, Tetney Lock 

AGM   

Wednesday 16 June 2021 

Navigation Warehouse  7.30pm 

 

Culture at the Canal Zero Degrees 

June/ July 2021 date tbc  

Navigation Warehouse 

 

Canoe trail and Riverhead paddle 

events tbc. 
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The Wharfinger 

We bring glad tidings to all our members this 
Christmas 2020 

Few of us have had the year we planned and most of us are still undoing the 
plans we made. We will not see you at the Christmas Market but would like to 
wish you good cheer.  
LNT have had a colourful and busy year 
Stuart Sizer’s new book was launched in March 
and has been quite a popular read especially for 
those who found they had time on their hands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

CONTACTS:
Louth Navigation Trust Ltd 
Navigation Warehouse
Riverhead Road,
Louth, Lincs LN11 0DA

Company Secretary: Paula Hunt
email: secretary@louthcanal.org.uk 
Tel: (01507) 605496

Trustee Directors:
Hon. Chairman: Roger Subden 
Hon. Treasurer: Andrew Stratford
Steve Betteridge
Pete Brookes
Dave Carnell
Alan Coulbeck
Graham Cox
John Macdonald
Stuart Sizer: LNT Historian & Archivist 

email: stuart@louthcanal.org.uk

Webmaster: fb admin
David Evans 
david@louthcanal.org.uk
Fb Louth Navigation Trust: public 
group

www.louthcanal.org.uk

the Ticklepenny interpretation board which had been ready  and waiting for 
lockdown to end. A great team effort and celebration of the industrial heritage 
of the Lock in this anniversary year. Many thanks to ELDC Cllr Chris Green for
funding this project from his Community fund.

July’s work party were keen to get on and install



On the actual birthday of the 
Navigation 20 May 2020 LNT 

invited members to join us in a virtual 
‘toast’ to the canal. What good sports 
you are, many sharing a photo with us 
of everything from a bottle of  
Glenmorangie—on its side, to two 
empty bottles of Adnams ‘Ghost Ship’. 
I will leave them to your imagination! 
Meanwhile, here is a photo from Stuart  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of a Methodist’s Sunday outing to 
Alvingham  c1870. 
 
LNT’s AGM eventually went ahead on 
19 August 20  Those who turned out 
on such a wet night, including  
Mayor of Louth, Darren Hobson, were 
treated to a very interesting account by 
Neil Kemble, Chief engineer of LMDB. 
Neil used to work for British Waterways 
in the past before working around the 
world and ending up in Louth. 
In August LMDB had plans to do the 
regeneration work at Keddington Lock 
in November this year but since  
lockdown 2 the work has been delayed 
again until February 2021. 

Local photographers found tranquillity 
and snapped more wildlife than ever 
before along the canal corridor which 
brought joy to those isolating at home 
via social 
media. 
Steve Plant 
spotted this 
Great White 
Egret in 
Alvingham. 
Facebook 
has also 
been an 
invaluable source of adhoc reporting.. 
Paddlers 
Four young men kayaked from  
Humberston Fitties to the Gas Lamp in 
Louth. Setting off at 7am to negotiate 
the 2 miles of choppy waters and catch 
the tide as it opened the sea gates at 
Tetney Haven. Paddling was good til 
Alvingham with clear water, swans and 
wildlife. Then the water depth dropped 
and kayaking became impossible after 
Keddington Lock. They declared it a 
great expedition and fun and would like 
to see more water activity in the  
Riverhead. Thanks Will.  LNT wish to 
raise the water level in the basin by 18” 
for events and have applied for a  
permit to install stop logs in the EA’s 
tilting weir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tetney Lock has also received more 
attention over the Summer including 
paddle boarding instruction by 
‘Outdoor Learning Schools’ 

 Opened by the 
Mayor and Mayoress       
of Louth Cllr Darren 
and Sarah Jayne Hobson, the 

two day Festival in and around Riverhead Basin was 
an absolute joy. Perfect weather, brilliant Musicians, 
terrific model boat display by Cleethorpes MBA and 

a canoe paddle by Joanne Joveni. Stuart gave a walk/talk each 
day: part of the Heritage Open Days festival and locals turned up in 
their socially distanced bubbles to make the event a success. 

 
Fee Griffin wrote and performed a poem specially for 
the anniversary: a recording and the written word can  
be found on LNT’s website. Many more photos are 
also on the website and facebook.. Thanks to Keith 
Angel for putting the whole programme together 
As few events were able to take place this year 

Canal@250 attracted a lot of press coverage: Louth 
Leader, Towpath Talk, IWA Aegre magazine and 
Waterway World—thank you. 
Louth Canal even got a mention in Angling Times 
when George Sparkes caught a 22lb 3oz pike 
thanks to Wilf for sharing this article on fb. 
The exhibition at Louth Museum to celebrate  
Canal@250 will be in March 2021 and will feature 

six pull-up banners created this year by Dave Angel with the help of LNT.  
Canoe Trail   
Several members of Covenham Reservoir kayak club have made contact and 
are keen to add the canal to their ‘Access to Water’ this is very encouraging 
and LNT will discuss plans with them as soon as meeting is permitted. 
However, not all residents at Tetney Lock were happy with the extra visitors  
especially when lockdown 2 was announced. This feedback has highlighted 
some issues LNT need to address at the planning stage. 
Louth Rivercare formed by Anglian Water and LNT litter pickers have worked 
throughout the year on the unfortunate amount of rubbish that people discard. 
LCC Footpaths Dept have also done repeated repairs to Keddington Lock  
footbridge after vandals destroyed the handrails three times. 
 


