Diary Dates
Committee Meetings:
Third Weds of the Month at 7.30
at Navigation Warehouse, Louth
Work Parties:
Second Mondays 10am tbc
Louth RiverCare 10am tbc
Canal and Blow Wells Walk

Dracula
We did manage to squeeze in an
up close and personal
performance for leap year, by
Hambledon Productions, again
transforming the community
room into a mini theatre.

Tues 26 May 2020 Postponed
Start at 2pm at , Tetney Lock
Alvingham Walk
Thurs 28 May 2020Postponed
Start at 6pm at Alvingham Mill
Louth Canal Walk
Sat 30 May 2020 Postponed
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Start at 12.00 noon, Tetney Lock
Boules -Ticklepenny Lock
Sun 7 June 2020Postponed
Culture at the Canal Zero Degrees
28 June 2020 CANCELLED
AGM tbc but no later than
Wednesday 16 Sept 2020
Navigation Warehouse
Boules -Ticklepenny Lock
Fri 3 July 2020 6pm tbc

Canal@250 (ever hopeful)
Riverhead weekend Festival
12/13 Sept 2020
Celebration of the Canal@250
Louth Museum Exhibition
Sept & Oct
Big Sky: Work shop & Cantata
Sun 20 Sept20 Riverhead Theatre
Louth Christmas Market
Sunday 29 November 2020
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Memberships are due for
2020/21
Please find the form enclosed.
Subscriptions can now be paid
online: bank details are on the
membership form.

The 34th AGM of
Louth Navigation Trust
will be to be held no later than
16 Sept 2020
at Navigation Warehouse.
Notice will be given nearer the
time when information about
group meetings becomes clearer.

The swallows arrived in Louth on 18 April 2020, two days earlier than
last year and went about their business as if everything was normal.
Louth Canal corridor has become very popular, an escape to the
country, for those experiencing restrictions during the pandemic.
A place for reflection, a refuge for walkers, cyclists and dog owners.
This highlights the importance of the canal for people’s well being.
Our local wildlife photographers have captured many lovely species
which they have shared on facebook for the joy of those in isolation,
including a swimming fox, a long eared bat and a nesting swan.
Two leaders had been found to head the Louth RiverCare group
(supported by Anglian Water) but a meeting arranged for 4 April could
not take place. However they and members of LNT have been litter
picking whilst following their daily
exercise routines.
ELDC co-operated by extra bin
emptying thankfully.
Spotted on the canal was this
objet d’art suspended below a
bird table, created by children to
thank the NHS.

Celebration events planned for
the 250th anniversary of the
canal opening got off to a
great start with the launch of
Stuart Sizer’s new book:
Shipbuilders of Louth.
Mayor and Mayoress of Louth,
Cllr Fran and Jane Treanor
opened the event, which was
supported by 40+ members. A
celebration cake took centre
stage on a buffet table (see back
page) with wine also available.

The Louth Navigation was officially opened on 20 May 1770.
Although a full calendar of events
was arranged by LNT for 2020
and Awards for All funding of
£9958 was granted, it is unclear
what further events will now take
place. Please keep an eye on our
website and facebook pages for
updates.

Lockdown took on a different
meaning in March 2020.
Unfortunately, the virus has
caused further delays with
Keddington Lock remedial work.
I can assure all those who
contributed to the online fund,
donating £979, that the money is
safe in LNT’s bank account and
‘ringfenced’ for KL.
However, although the EA permit
was granted, it did not give
permission to re-use existing bricks
from the canal bed to rebuild the
banks for fear of disturbing fish
habitats.
This left LMDB not only looking for
another source of infill but also a
storage site and space for a works
camp. A change of access was thus
required which meant crossing the
River Lud, from the south and
requiring an EA permit extension.
By the 14 April 2020 all permits
were granted but Covid 19 Lockdown and social distancing
restrictions have used up LMDB’s
window of availability.
Regular maintenance will need to
be done before KL work can start
and this will most likely be the
Autumn 2020.

LNT Walks
Our 3 walks have been postponed due to social distancing.
However if you would like to do
any of our walks during your
daily exercise our walks
brochures are on the website.
We hope to be able to lead them
in the Autumn.
Interpretation
Cllr Chris Green funded £800
towards Ticklepenny
Interpretation Panel which is
ready for installation.
Quiz
25 questions and answers are
now displayed on our website,
home page, if you still want to
test your knowledge of the canal.
John Lill
LNT was sorry to hear of the
death of John Lill on 21.3.2020.
A founder member and always
an avid supporter .

Work parties take place on the
second Monday of the month .
LNT is grateful to ELDC Cllrs
Chris Green and Sarah Parkin for
funding the purchase of lime
mortar to enable renovation work
at Ticklepenny Lock plus an upgrade for the office computer to a
solid state drive: £450 in total.
The team have been inspirational
by their successful restoration
work and are hoping to continue.
Two new volunteers have joined
us via Lincs CVS.
Landscaping and planting of
shrubs and bulbs has taken place
around Riverhead plus graffiti
removal and unfortunately, the
repair of vandalism .

Canoe Trail Trial
A different approach is being
considered for 2021 with a trial
canoe paddle event.
As guidance has been conflicting
and we are now told, again,
riparian ownership does not apply
to canals i.e. the bank owner does
not own the canal bed plus
pontoons are preferred to landing
stages. Perhaps 2021 is the year
to just have a go.

